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CURRENT STATE CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS ON BEARING ARMS 
 
Repackaging of information contained in Eugene Volokh, “State Constitutional Rights to Keep and Bear Arms,” 11 Texas Rev. of Law 
& Politics 191 (2006). Available online at: http://www2.law.ucla.edu/volokh/beararms/STATECON.HTM 
 
14 of the 44 states with constitutional language protecting the right to keep and bear arms also have language explicitly giving the 
state (especially the state legislature) the authority to regulate the manner in which arms may be borne.  
 

STATE CONSTITUTIONAL LANGUAGE YEAR 
Colorado  “The right of no person to keep and bear arms in defense of his home, person and property, or in 

aid of the civil power when thereto legally summoned, shall be called in question; but nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to justify the practice of carrying concealed weapons.”  Art. 
II, § 13 
 

1876 

Florida (a) The right of the people to keep and bear arms in defense of themselves and of the lawful 
authority of the state shall not be infringed, except that the manner of bearing arms may be 
regulated by law. 
      (b) There shall be a mandatory period of three days, excluding weekends and legal holidays, 
between the purchase and delivery at retail of any handgun.  For the purposes of this section, 
"purchase" means the transfer of money or other valuable consideration to the retailer, and 
"handgun" means a firearm capable of being carried and used by one hand, such as a pistol or 
revolver.  Holders of a concealed weapon permit as prescribed in Florida law shall not be subject 
to the provisions of this paragraph. 
      (c) The legislature shall enact legislation implementing subsection (b) of this section, 
effective no later than December 31, 1991, which shall provide that anyone violating the 
provisions of subsection (b) shall be guilty of a felony. 
      (d) This restriction shall not apply to a trade in of another handgun.  Art. I, § 8  
 

1990 

Georgia “The right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed, but the General Assembly 
shall have power to prescribe the manner in which arms may be borne.”  Art. I, § 1, ¶ VIII 
(enacted 1877, art. I, § XXII). 
 

1877 

Idaho “The people have the right to keep and bear arms, which right shall not be abridged; but this 1978 
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STATE CONSTITUTIONAL LANGUAGE YEAR 
provision shall not prevent the passage of laws to govern the carrying of weapons concealed on 
the person nor prevent passage of legislation providing minimum sentences for crimes 
committed while in possession of a firearm, nor prevent the passage of legislation providing 
penalties for the possession of firearms by a convicted felon, nor prevent the passage of any 
legislation punishing the use of a firearm.  No law shall impose licensure, registration or special 
taxation on the ownership or possession of firearms or ammunition.  Nor shall any law permit 
the confiscation of firearms, except those actually used in the commission of a felony.”  Art. I, § 
11 
 

Kentucky All men are, by nature, free and equal, and have certain inherent and inalienable rights, among 
which may be reckoned: ... Seventh:  The right to bear arms in defense of themselves and of the 
State, subject to the power of the General Assembly to enact laws to prevent persons from 
carrying concealed weapons.  § 1 
 

1891 

Mississippi “The right of every citizen to keep and bear arms in defense of his home, person, or property, or 
in aid of the civil power when thereto legally summoned, shall not be called in question, but the 
legislature may regulate or forbid carrying concealed weapons.”  Art. III, § 12 
 

1890 

Missouri That the right of every citizen to keep and bear arms in defense of his home, person and 
property, or when lawfully summoned in aid of the civil power, shall not be questioned; but this 
shall not justify the wearing of concealed weapons.  Art. I, § 23  
 

1945 

Montana “The right of any person to keep or bear arms in defense of his own home, person, and property, 
or in aid of the civil power when thereto legally summoned, shall not be called in question, but 
nothing herein contained shall be held to permit the carrying of concealed weapons.”  Art. II, § 
12 
 

1889 

New 
Mexico 

No law shall abridge the right of the citizen to keep and bear arms for security and defense, for 
lawful hunting and recreational use and for other lawful purposes, but nothing herein shall be 
held to permit the carrying of concealed weapons.  No municipality or county shall regulate, in 
any way, an incident of the right to keep and bear arms.  Art. II, § 6 

1986 
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STATE CONSTITUTIONAL LANGUAGE YEAR 
 

North 
Carolina 

A well regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to 
keep and bear arms shall not be infringed; and, as standing armies in time of peace are 
dangerous to liberty, they shall not be maintained, and the military shall be kept under strict 
subordination to, and governed by, the civil power.  Nothing herein shall justify the practice of 
carrying concealed weapons, or prevent the General Assembly from enacting penal statutes 
against that practice.  Art. 1, § 30  
 

1971 

Oklahoma The right of a citizen to keep and bear arms in defense of his home, person, or property, or in aid 
of the civil power, when thereunto legally summoned, shall never be prohibited; but nothing 
herein contained shall prevent the Legislature from regulating the carrying of weapons.  Art. II, 
§ 26 
 

1907 

Tennessee That the citizens of this State have a right to keep and to bear arms for their common defense; 
but the Legislature shall have power, by law, to regulate the wearing of arms with a view to 
prevent crime.  Art. I, § 26 
 

1870 

Texas “Every citizen shall have the right to keep and bear arms in the lawful defense of himself or the 
State; but the Legislature shall have power, by law, to regulate the wearing of arms, with a view 
to prevent crime.”  Art. I, § 23  
 

1876 

Utah The individual right of the people to keep and bear arms for security and defense of self, family, 
others, property, or the state, as well as for other lawful purposes shall not be infringed; but 
nothing herein shall prevent the legislature from defining the lawful use of arms.  Art. I, § 6  
 

1984 

 


